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Fill in the family tree with celebrity names. Who is vour father? Is yvour mother a

politician or a movie star?

Sister’'s Name

Brother's Mame Your Name

Cousin's HName

MNMame

Aunt's

Mother™s Name

Uncle's Name Father's Name

we  Interview a classmate using the questions below - they should be about your real

family, not the family vou made up above.

1. Are vou the youngest or oldest in your famiiy?

2. How many cousins do you have?
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Family

«@ Read the passage. -

| ; Track 15
Our first relationships in life are with family. Our parents and siblings are our
first friends and our first teachers. As we grow up, we still cherish those

relationships. Howevwver, families today are very different from families in the past.

In the past it was more common for families to have many children. The average
American family had 8 children in the year 1800. Now the average family has
only 2 children. What is the reason for this change? It may be because many
women no longer stay at home to raise children. If they have careers outside the
home, they may wish to keep their jobs rather than stay home. Many women are
waiting until they are older to have a child, and then may choose to have only

one. Now it's not unusual to be an only child.

Other countries have also followed the trend toward smaller families. Sociologists
say it happened as they became wealthier. In areas affected by poverty, having
more children is seen as a benefit. Children can earn extra money for the famaily.
In richer places, people have greater access to birth control. It's casier for them to

plan a smaller family.

Growing up with many Hih]ingﬁ teaches a child how to relate to pﬂn}ﬂ'e, Many
children can also help with the home or the family business. Then again, parents

with many children don't have as much time for each

one. Being an only child means yvou have vour

prarents’ undivided attention.

- -I"I:'

They also have more money to spend
on you. However, vou don’t have

siblings to play with.
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Comprehension Check Answer the questions.

What was the average number of children for American families in 18007
What is the average number of children in an American family now?
When did other countries start having smaller families?

How does poverty affect family size?

What is changing in women’s lives?

Vocabulary Check Complete each sentence with a word or words from the box.

cherish average trends sociologists relate !

I _ the memaory of my grandparents.

The ; grade on the test was C.

say that people need to have strong communities.

Playing sports helped me learn to to other kids.

The latest in Fashion can be found in magazines.

Thinle Abowt (b -

1. Think about the advﬂﬂtaggg and d!ﬂadva”tagﬂﬁ T I.Eﬁlr‘gg ‘Fﬁlﬂlly -

Advantages [
e of a large family Pisadvantages of a large family

@ | ess attention for each chils
-

w Family members are never alone.
geh

<. Think about the advantages and disadvantages of a small family

Advantages of a small family

w More attention for cach child
L™

Pisadvantages of a small £a Py

« Only children may be spoiled or Fored.
3 -
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Discussion Questions

@ Discuss the questions in groups.

What do you think of the change from larger to smaller families? Support yvour
opinion.

Do yvou think children from large families have an advantage or a disadvantage?
Explain vour answer.

How does family size affect the way family members relate to each other? Support
your opinion.

How does family size affect a family's finances? Support

your opinion. — ﬁ "

Do you think the trend will ever go back to larger ( EKPI‘E-S'.E.I'GH Tips
families? Support your opinion. Polite Expression
——r PSSlons

——

In my opinion —

Is it okay fri iﬂterrupr?
It seems to me

that -~

Choose one statement. Debate the statement in groups.
(One group agrees with the statement, the other group disagrea with the statement.)

1. [t"'s better to have big Families.

2. Children from small families are more likely to be successful.

3. Having large families is foolish and irresponsible.



